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condition Basch and Klose have shown that puppies relieved of the 
thymus gland grew slowly, their muscles were flabby, their bones 
soft, their intelligence less, and they died after the fourth month. The 
bones showed characteristic evidence of rickets and the tissues were 
deficient in lime salts. They believed the thymus hinders the formation 
of and neutralizes excess of acids in the system. Status lymphatieus 
is not merely a disorder of the thymus but a complicated disorder of 
the whole “ ductless gland” system. The diagnosis of the condition is 
highly important, its chief features being a determination of an enlarged 
thymus by percussion over the manubrium or by the Roentgen ray, 
and in addition the history of attacks of dyspnea and a persistently 
low vitality. These conditions should contra-indicate exposure to an 
anesthetic. Leonard Williams suggests the exhibition of extract of 
thyroid gland in the treatment of this condition especially if an anes¬ 
thetic is imperative and the author suggests the use of pituitrin, since 
“shock” in a broad sense contributes the fatal results of the lymphatic 
state. 


The Treatment of Infantile Paralysis.— William Mackenzie 
(British Med. Jour., 1915, No. 2819, 60) gives the results of his work on 
infantile paralysis during the last eight years. The whole principle 
of treatment lies around the question of the action of muscles. The 
basis of scientific treatment is the simple biological point that so-called 
irreparable damage of the corneal cell must be judged by loss of all the 
functions of the muscle and not by loss of only one, such as maximum 
power of a muscle to lift a limb. The conclusion was drawn that the 
muscle itself could not be considered a primary pathological factor, 
but that biologically it was all-important for the purposes of treatment. 
Under the immediate treatment, immediate rest of the muscle is 
imperative, because muscle adjustments are destroyed and overaction 
of the opponent muscle occurs. This must be prevented because, 
otherwise, it does not afford complete rest to the anterior-horn cell 
and remains a source of irritation; it interferes with its recovery by 
overstretching the affected muscle, and deformity is produced which 
interferes with future utility. A muscle is rested only when it is placed 
in a position where its work is zero and its origin and insertion are 
nearly on the same horizontal plane. In reeducating a muscle Mac- 
Kenzie begins each day at zero and works up to and beyond the highest 
point achieved the day before. Relaxation of the muscles is accom¬ 
plished by flexing the limb at the joints and applying splints to immobil¬ 
ize it. MacKenzie believes that if these cases were only regarded most 
seriously at the outset and not left till something developed, the sub¬ 
sequent treatment would be made easier and the splints might act 
prophylacticly and actually abort an oncoming paralysis. 


The Cause and Significance of Nose-bleed in Childhood.— Heinrich 

Petry ( Berlin. klin. Woch., 1914, li, 1890) reviews the theories and 
explanations of nose-bleed, especially those of Kresselbach who described 
histologically an area on the anterior part of the nasal septum which 
contained an especially large number of capillaries and veins. Several 
authorities corroborated these findings. Zuckerkandl attributes most 
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bleedings from the nose to traumatic causes, especially from scratching 
the nostrils with the finger-nail. A catarrhal inflammation of the anterior 
part of the septum is undoubtedly an exciting cause, with the formation 
of small ulcers and scabs which bleed freely on being picked at. These 
hemorrhages are easily controlled by pressure, small tampons and 
astringents. Besides chronic nasal catarrh a chronic nasal diphtheria 
is also a cause of nose-bleed. In infants the two commonest causes of 
nose-bleed are chronic nasal diphtheria and syphilis and only rarely a 
chronic dry rhinitis. The nose-bleeds occurring in acute fevers, such 
as measles and pneumonia rarely assume much significance, although 
considerable bleeding may occur and the blood swallowed with no 
external evidence until vomiting of the blood reveals the condition. 
Septic conditions affecting the mucous membrane of the nose may 
cause a severe and even fatal hemorrhage. The author cites several 
cases of pneumonia in anemic children, in whom a hemorrhagic dys- 
erasia arose with fatal bleeding from the nose. From these con¬ 
siderations it becomes important to inspect carefully the local nasal 
condition in all cases of nose-bleed. A chronic nasal diphtheria is 
occasionally found in this way. The diagnosis of septic nose-bleed is 
unwarranted in septic conditions and infectious fevers without a careful 
examination of the nostrils. The bleeding from a small ulcer of the 
septum may gravely complicate the course of a disease and simulate 
septic infection. 

Nervous Disturbance in Children.— Otto Katz ( Berlin. klin. Woch., 
1914, li, 1835) describes a number of cases of rarely seen, nervous dis¬ 
turbance in children during the past month. The main symptom was 
a state of anxiety or dread often seen in adults. The cases were all 
little girls from six to ten years old. In all the cases the condition 
arose suddenly during good health and showed in pallor, listlessness, 
anorexia and a tired, melancholic expression of face. From time to 
time the children stop in their play or occupation and stare fixedly 
before them into space or walk restlessly to and fro; after from five 
minutes to half an hour they again assume their former occupation. 
Two of these cases complained of dizziness. No organic lesions were 
found in any of the children. From the evidence of the parents and 
that gleaned from the children themselves the condition developed 
from hearing gruesome tales about the present European war which 
acted as the psychic trauma in their condition. Four of the children 
are offspring of nervous parents. The children described their sensa¬ 
tions as being a sudden sense of dread lasting a variable time and 
recurring. Several mentioned gruesome war tales as starting their 
sense of dread. Later they could give no reason for their attacks, they 
simply were afraid. The prognosis is apparently good, excepting in 
one child whose mother suffered from hallucinations. The treatment 
is phychic and the condition due to the aforementioned psychical 
trauma. These cases emphasize the point that children, especially of 
a nervous type, should be protected from conversation and tales dealing 
with the gruesome and horrible. The author has lately observed an 
increase of nocturnal enuresis and polyuria in children of both sexes 
suffering from milder types of this same nervous condition. 



